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.illville,    Columbia   County,   Pennsylvania. 
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P.^ff todian 

CoT.mi t tee ,    composed   of   former   members 
of   congregation. 

Pate   of   Erect ion 

Begun   in   1?95»   finished   in   IfSo. 

ffffss s n_.t   Condition  

Fair.Kept   in   quite   good   repair. 

Humb e r _.o f _.S t o r i e s 

One   story. 

Jfca.te_r i al s_o f   C on struct ion 

Plain  brick  building,   v/ith   two   porches 
tin   roof,   modern,   plain,   square-panel- 
led   doors   and   casings,   windows   shuttere d. 
Partition   in   center   of   interior,    to   sep- 
arate   men *s  f rom  women's   side »   is  of   wood 

Jiisto^calMaJerial  assembled by; 

Mr,   Fetterman,   of Berwick.  Pennsylvania 

* 
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Asuv 

The   erection  of   the  first   Meet ing  House   of   the   Wish- 
ing   Greek   Society   of   Friends   KS   begun   in   1795-   aad   completed 
in   173D.      Jrom   a   copy   of   the   actual   minutes   of   the   meetings 
of   the   Society ,    it    is   found   that   the   first   meeting   v;as   held 
in   this   first   oerff-snent, 
on   July   29,   I796. 
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ihe   original   Socie ty  of   Friends   of   Fi shing   Creek   iown&hip 
the   first   religious   oody   in   order   of   time    in.   the   tov/nship, 
had   been   granted   an   indulgence   of   holding   services   at 
Millville    by    the   iijteter   (Berks   Oounty)   monihly   meeting. 
Frorr:   0   copy   of   the    actual   minutes   of   meetings   held   by   the 
Fishing   Creek  Friends   it  is   found   that   the   .-illvilie   Society 
change d   their   name    to    the   Fishing   Creek  Monthly   Meeting   of 
Friends   held   at   Ulllville   as   early   as   1830,   but   this   name 
was   not   accepted  by   the   Philadelphia   Quarterly  until   1$$64 

The   original   meet ins.  house   had  a  part it ion   in   the   cen- 
ter   to   form   indivi dual   places   of   worship   for   the   men   and 
?:orr,en   of   the   society   an<?   in   1798 *   two   years   after   coir.ple t ion, 
we   find Elizabeth   "Sve z   giving   instruction   to   the   children  of 
the   vicinity   in  one  end  of   the   building»   thus   beginning   the 
olde et   school   in   the    township. 
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In IZM-o,   the present meeting house ^T,.E erected on the 
old site and, from the minutes, the cost reported on, December 
23 i 1SU6, was $12yQ. QQf    work not completed.  The carpenters 
-'ere John 'X. i'ves, Wilson r.'. Sves, Sen jam in K. Eves, and 
Uriah Killer .  The two center yosts were turned by Amos 
K. Seacock in the I'illville V.'a^on 7;'orks of Charles Eves, 
manufacture r of wc^on carts,  John 3ig-:.e 11 and his "brother 
James were the plasterers.  The building, ina.de of tar ic& is 
about 40x70 feet and is built similar to all plain brick 
edifaces of Quaker usa^-e of the nineteenth ce&tury.  On one 
side is a -Quaker burying ground.  There are two porches on 
the present building.  The main porch has slender, graceful 
columns, supporting the roof, which is of tin, and is modern. 
The re are shu 11 e r s on all the windows on all sides of the 
building, doors and casing are plain and square panelled. 
As you enter, you are impressed with the plain, old-fashioned, 
unpainted woodwork of the interior.  The straight backed pev;s 
are unpainted, made from smooth but unselected lumber.  The 
interior is divided into two sections, hy  a partition, part 
of which is made of plain wooden panels that are movable 
an d thus making the assembly all one.  The one room has been 
used by the women, for business meetings while the men had 
their meeting-.  The same room has been used for funerals. 
The main room' as you enter, is the place where regular, week- 
ly mee ting are held.  This has two wooden pillars, also un- 
painted, about 12" in diameter, turned, except the top and 
bottom.  They have deep checks from age and the dryness of 
the interior. 

Two common "egg:" stoves #ive heat to the worshippers. 
One T>ort ion of the riews have been set aside for the minister 
and the elders , while the res t is for the membe rship.  The 
floor is now carpeted with ingrain carpet. 

In the burying ground, most of the persons buried are 
the deseendants of John Sves who had twelve sons. A . Carl isle 
Indian student is buried here alsr. 

Since 1795 > it doe s not appear that the Wishing Creek 
Friends have deviated from an established regularity in 
their appointments for religious services.  These appointments 
have been attended and supported during this period by suc- 
cessive generations of the families by whom they were begun. 
A   record of this character, unbroken for almost a century and 
a half cannot be claimed by any other religious organization 
in this part of the State of Pennsylvania. 
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